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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can answer questions using specific details from informational text. (RI.3.1)  
I can accurately use third-grade academic vocabulary to express my ideas. (L.3.6) 
I can describe how events, ideas, or concepts in an informational text are related. (RI.3.3) 
I can explain what I understand about the topic being discussed. (SL.3.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can answer questions using specific details from pages 4–7 and 12-15 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle.  

• I can explain why I chose specific details to answer questions about the text.  

• I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect.  

• Questions from the Text 

• Partner Practice: Understanding Vivid Words and 

Phrases 

• Exit Ticket 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Unpacking the Learning 

Targets (2 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Answering Text-Dependent Questions Using 

Evidence from the Text (25 minutes) 

B. Mini-lesson: Understanding Vivid Words and 

Phrases  in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (18 

minutes) 

C. Partner Practice: Understanding Vivid Words 

and Phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 

(10 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Complete the Identifying Vivid Words and 

Phrases homework 

• Students will need their materials from Lesson 2: the text Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle and their Close 

Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording form (for pages 4-7 and 12-15).  

• Consider preparing charts or handouts with directions for close reading (see Work Time A). These visual 

scaffolds support all learners.  

• Review: Think-Pair-Share protocol, Cold Call, and Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix). 

• In addition, the site www.novelnewyork.org has a free, searchable database of content-related texts that can 

be played as audio files on a home or library computer. Texts on this site can also be translated into many 

languages. Use the database to provide at-home reading of related texts to ELLs and their families in their 

native languages. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

“for effect,” adaptations, habitat; bayou, wind (v), rumbles, 

croaking (n) (4), emerged, retreat, bulging (adj) (6), cascades, 

soaking, Spanish moss, sway (12), explore, bayou, calling site, 

attract (14) 

 

Words in bold are explicitly taught. Other words students figure 

out in context.  

• Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (book; one per student) 

• Close Reading as Researchers: Main Ideas and Details recording form (from Lesson 2) 

• Questions from the Text (for pages 4-7 and 12-15 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle) (one per 

student) 

• Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle anchor chart 

• Partner Practice: Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases (one per partnership) 

• Exit Ticket: Key Vocabulary about Frogs (one per student) 

• Lesson 3 Homework: Identifying Vivid Words and Phrases (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Questions from the Text for pages 4-7 and 12-15 (alternate; answers partially complete) 

 
 
 

Opening  Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Unpacking the Learning Targets (2 minutes)  

• Gather the students together as a group. Orient students to three learning targets:  

- “I can answer questions using specific details from pages 4–7 and 12–15 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle,”  

- “I can explain why I chose specific details to answer questions about the text.”  

- “I can define the scientific concept of habitat.”  

• At this point in the year, students should be quite familiar with targets related to asking and answering questions based on 

evidence from the text. Invite students to think and share with a partner about possible definitions of habitat. Tell students 

that as they did yesterday with the word adaptations, they should keep this word in mind throughout the lesson.  

• Posting sentence frames can assist 

ELLs and other students needing 

additional support in contributing 

to classroom discussions. 

• Provide a ‘cue card’ of the steps for 

answering text dependent questions 

for students who need the support. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Answering Text Dependent Questions Using Evidence from the Text (25 minutes)  

• Gather the students together as a group. Remind them that in the previous lesson, they started learning about bullfrogs, and 

what helps bullfrogs survive. 

• Ask students to turn and talk about what the word adaptations means. Cold call a few students to share out, clarifying as 

needed. Remind students that this entire module focuses on how frogs adapt to their environment. Right now, they are just 

starting to learn about the bullfrog.  

• Tell students that as they typically do when close reading, they are going to reread the text again today, focusing even more 

carefully on the main ideas and key details so they can answer questions from the text.  Direct students to the Close Reading: 

Main Ideas and Details anchor chart (for pages 4-7 and 12-15) that was created during Lesson 2. Review the anchor chart 

with students. Tell them that today they will continue rereading, talking, and writing about this challenging text to understand it 

even better. Remind students that they have already heard or read this section of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle four times: the read-

aloud for enjoyment and to get the flow of the section, once on their own and with groups to get the gist of it and find unfamiliar 

vocabulary, on their own and with groups to find and record important details and think about what adaptations help frogs survive, 

and then a fourth time for homework.  

• Distribute students’ Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording forms from Lesson 2 and the Questions from 

the Text (for pages 4–7 and 12–15). If necessary, review with students the process they have gone through to answer questions 

about other texts they have read this year. 

• Review the word evidence with the class as something we use to prove an idea we have. 

• Give students 10 minutes to reread on their own to look for evidence. Circulate and support students in finding evidence.  

• After 10 minutes, ask students to meet with their group to discuss the evidence they found for each question. 

• If needed, gain students’ attention briefly to review how to write answers using a full sentence. (The first half of the sentence is 

pulled directly from the question. The second half of the sentence is the evidence found in the text.)  

• Give students 10 minutes to write their answers. 

• Consider writing and 

displaying steps to answering 

text-dependent questions and 

using nonlinguistic symbols 

to match each step. Students 

can return to steps to make 

sure they are on track. 

• Struggling students and/or 

ELLs may need support in 

locating evidence. 

• To build students’ capacity 

for locating useful evidence 

that can be used to answer 

text-dependent questions, 

consider an activity that 

follows a routine of: 

1. examining a question 

that needs answered 

2. being shown 3-4 

sentences from the text 

(some that are related 

evidence and at least one 

that is unrelated to the 

question 

3. students have to be able 

to distinguish which is 

evidence and which is not 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Mini-Lesson: Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (18 minutes)  

• Gather the students together as a group. Make sure that all students have access to the text Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle.  

• Tell students that authors of picture books like this one often include illustrations to help readers understand important ideas. But 

authors do something else as well: They choose words very carefully to try to paint a picture in the reader’s mind. 

• Say: “Today you will be paying attention to the illustrations but you will also be examining the specific words the author chooses to 

describe the bullfrog and its habitat.” 

• Direct students’ attention to pages 12 and 13. Ask: “What do you see?” Students should quickly be able to say that they see the frog 

jumping through the grass in the rain. Encourage students to very specifically name details they see living in the illustration on 

these pages. 

• Unpack the learning target: “I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect.” Linger on the phrase for effect: it’s 

something the author did on purpose to make the reading more interesting. Tell them that throughout this module, they will keep 

focusing on why authors choose the words they chose. 

• Display the Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle anchor chart. Give students a 

few moments to orient to the anchor chart. 

• Read aloud the sentences from the first row:  “It’s raining and the ground is getting wet. There is a big porch.  There are some oak 

trees with green stuff on the branches. It’s warm out and the air is heavy.” Ask students if those sentences fit the illustration on 

pages 12 and 13.  

• Read aloud the first sentences from page 12, in a very fluent and dramatic style, as students follow along: “Rain cascades from the 

sky, soaking the earth. In the distance, by the large screened porch, huge oak trees covered by Spanish moss sway in the warm, 

heavy air.”  

• Ask students to compare the two versions of text. Repeat the learning target: “I can identify words or phrases the author chose for 

effect.” 

• Help students understand that at a basic level the sentences in the first row do let us know as readers what’s happening and they 

do connect with the illustrations but they are not written in an engaging way. Whereas, the words that Deborah Dennard chose are 

much more engaging and more vivid. Her sentences are more specific and interesting. When put together her words have a 

smooth flow.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Read the two sentences from page 12 again with a flourish. Ask: 

* “What is happening in this sentence?  

* “Where might a frog live?” 

* “What words do you hear in the text that help you know what’s happening?” 

* “What can you see in your imagination when you hear that sentence?” 

• With students, go through the author’s sentences on the anchor chart and identify where the author is using words for effect. 

Encourage students to name specific aspects of the author’s wording that made the sentences come alive and more them more 

engaging. Circle or underline these parts of the sentences and write notes from students’ comments and contribution in the 

bottom box. 

• Aspects of the author’s wording to nudge students toward noticing: 

* Use of strong adjectives in order to be more specific and detailed 

* Writing longer, more complex sentences 

* Letting the sentence paint a picture 

* Focusing on how the sentences sound, whether read  aloud or ‘in your head’ 

• Tell students that we will continue to examine the vivid words and phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle as we work with more 

sections of the text. Close by saying something like: “Authors choose words very carefully. Not only does Deborah Dennard want 

us to learn about the bullfrog but she also wants to impact us with her words. She wants her sentences to make the story of the 

bullfrog come alive in such a way that it almost makes us feel like we’re there. She paints a picture in the reader’s mind with her 

sentences.” 

 

C. Partner Practice: Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (10 minutes) 

• Distribute the student sheet Partner Practice: Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases to students. The format is 

identical to the anchor chart just used in Work Time B.  

• Circulate and assist as partners work. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Understanding Key Vocabulary (5 minutes) 

• Distribute the Exit Ticket: Key Vocabulary about Frogs to students. Ask students to think about the important words ‘adaptation’ 

and ‘habitat.’ Direct them to write what the words mean on the exit ticket. 

• Have each student share their exit ticket with a partner. 

• Collect students’ exit tickets. 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Complete the Identifying Vivid Words and Phrases homework.  

 

 

Important Note: Collect students’ recording forms (from Lessons 2 and 3) or have students file them in their folders. Students will 

need to refer back to these during Unit 2. 

• ELLs or struggling readers 

could read aloud just one 

page of text multiple times, 

rather than all the pages.  

• Students who cannot yet 

read independently will 

benefit from hearing books 

read to them, either by a 

caregiver or through audio 

recordings. 
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 Close Reading: Questions from the Text 

for pages 4-7 and 12-15 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

1. What might you see in a bayou? Use details from the text to support your answer.  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Reread page 12. What does it mean that “Rain cascades from the sky…”? Use details from the text  

    and illustrations to support your answer.  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Think of the word ‘habitat’ and what it means. What is a good habitat for a bullfrog? Use details  

    from the text to support your answer. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (pages 4-7 and 12-15): 

Questions from the Text (Alternate Version) 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. What might you see in a bayou? Use details from the text to support your answer.  
 

 

List the things you’d see in a bayou using the words and illustrations: 
 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Reread page 12 and look carefully at the illustration on pages 12 and 13. What does it  
    mean that “Rain cascades from the sky…”?  
    Use details from the text and illustration to support your answer.  

 

 

The phrase, “rain cascades from the sky” means that rain is __________ 

___________________________________________________. 

In the picture I see ______________________________________ 

which helped me to know what the phrase meant. 
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3. Think of the word ‘habitat’ and what it means. What is a good habitat for a bullfrog?  
    Use details from the text to support your answer. 
 
 
 

 

 

A good habitat for a bullfrog would be a place like a _______________. 

A bullfrog would need to live in a place that had __________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

habitat – the area where an animal lives; its natural surroundings 
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 Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases  

in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (for Work Time B) 

 

 
 

Sentences for 

pages 12-13 

 

It’s raining and the ground is getting wet. There is a big porch. There 

are some oak trees with green stuff on the branches. It’s warm out 

and the air is heavy. 

 
From the text 

Bullfrog at 

Magnolia 

Circle 

 

“Rain cascades from the sky, soaking the earth. In the distance, by 

the large screened porch, huge oak trees covered by Spanish moss 

sway in the warm, heavy air.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivid 

language used 

‘for effect’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Partner Practice: Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases  

 

Partners: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the two ways the sentences are written for the illustrations on pages 4 and 5. Carefully examine 

the way Deborah Dennard worded her sentences. How did she make the text engaging and interesting? 

What words do you think she used ‘for effect?’ Discuss and record your observations. 

  
 

Target: I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect. 

 

Sentences for 

page 4-5 

 

Lightning flashes in the sky over the water. The water flows along 

behind a house. It moves along slowly. There’s the sound of thunder 

coming from far away. 

 

From the text 

Bullfrog at 

Magnolia 

Circle 

 

“Lightning zigzags through the early evening sky over the bayou 

waters that slowly wind their way behind the white wooden house on 

Magnolia Circle. Thunder rumbles in the distance.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivid 

language used 

‘for effect’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Exit Ticket: Key Vocabulary about Frogs 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Key vocabulary about frogs What does the word mean? 

adaptations  

_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

habitat  

_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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Lesson 3 Homework:  

Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases  

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Reread pages 14 and 15 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. Read the excerpt from page 14 shown in the 

chart below. Carefully examine the way Deborah Dennard worded her sentences. How did she make 

the text engaging and interesting? What words do you think she used ‘for effect?’ Record your 

observations. 

  
 

Target: I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect. 
 

From the text 

Bullfrog at 

Magnolia 

Circle 

 

“A bolt of lightning illuminates the sky. A few seconds later, a loud 

crash of thunder explodes. The warm, wet evening is perfect for 

Bullfrog to explore the bayou.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivid 

language used 

‘for effect’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 


